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Left: The Sydney University War Memorial Carillon, Main Quadrangle, the University of
Sydney, New South Wales (photo by Isaac Wong)
Right: The National Carillon on Aspen Island, Lake Burley Griffin, Canberra (photo by Phil
Irons)
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FROM THE PRESIDENT:
Welcome to our first edition
of the CSA Newsletter
Australian Carillon News. It is
intended that this newsletter
provide a good and
proactive platform by which
the Carillon Society of
Australia can keep you
informed of the many
interesting things that occur
in our southern hemisphere.
And let me assure you, many
varied and interesting things
do happen here. The carillon
culture in Australia is alive
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and well; filled with vitality
and enthusiasm and Isaac,
as the editor, is just the
person to bring these things
to your attention.
We thank Isaac for his
initiative and professionalism
in producing this CSA
newsletter, and we invite you
to enjoy reading about
Australia and its carillons.
Lyn Fuller
President CSA

www.carillon.org.au
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Connecting with the past
The first incarnation of Carillon News
began in 1948 by carillonists of the
Sydney University War Memorial
Carillon, with Marjorie Oakes as
editor, published irregularly over
more than 20 years in seventy
editions. Contents of the newsletters
not only covered bell-related news
within and outside Australia, but also
a wide spectrum of interesting
topics such as bell physics, poetry,
book reviews and correspondence
with overseas carillon personalities.

Photograph of the first issue of the original
Carillon News from 1948 (photo by Isaac
Wong)

The re-discovery of these newsletters
is rather interesting, too. In 2007 this
editor was living in England and was
given permission to inspect the
archive of the British Carillon
Society’s library in Bourneville. There
I found an incomplete set of these
newsletters, the existence of which
was unknown to most of the current
carillonists in Australia. These
newsletters provide valuable
information of the carillon world
from the 1940s to the 1960s. They

include news from North America
and Europe at a time when
founding of brand-new carillons and
major restorations of existing ones
were very active. With the generous
help of the Bok Tower library in
Florida, US, Australian carillonists are
now once again in possession of the
facsimile of the complete set of
these newsletters.
It was from reading passages of the
newsletters that ignited this editor’s
interest to find out the story behind
the portrait of a naval officer
hanging in the Sydney University
Carillon clavier room (see page 4),
and certainly more interesting stories
will emerge as we continue to study
these documents. To ensure that
these wonderful snapshots of carillon
history are shared with all friends of
the carillon around the world, the
CSA will post them online in
electronic form in the near future.

Composition Competition 2013

Ted’s History Lesson

After a hugely successful inaugural Carillon Composition
Competition in 2011, the CSA will be running the second
competition in 2013. The upcoming event will feature a
new Mechelen Prize, for which the CSA has invited the
professors from the Royal Carillon School in Mechelen,
Belgium, to select a winning entry. This will be awarded
independently from the first, second and third prizes to be
selected by jurors nominated by the CSA.

2012 marks the 50th year since Ted Grantham started
playing the Sydney Carillon, and he is still going strong as
one of the University’s Honorary Carillonists. Ted has
witnessed a significant part of the carillon’s 84-year history,
and we thank him for presenting on Sunday 3 June in the
University of Sydney a talk of interesting anecdotes and
told us about the people who have played the Sydney
Carillon for the past 50 years. The talk, which he calls “What
I can remember”, will be repeated at the next CSA
meeting at the University on Saturday 27 October. All CSA
members are welcome.

The competition is held jointly with Wesley Music
Foundation in Canberra, with the goal of encouraging
young Australian composers to contribute their talents to
the Australian carillon repertoire.
The last competition was open to students from two music
institutions, and attracted entries from student composers
who proved to be very promising and we hope they will
continue to write for the carillon. An anthology of some of
these works, including the winning entries, will be published
by the CSA.
The second event will be open to students from all tertiary
music institutions in Australia and will surely see an even
greater surge of interest for new Australian compositions for
the carillon.
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New Carillon students for Sydney
Tom Chaffey and Sian Gardner are the first students of the
Sydney Carillon since Amy Johansen took over as University
Carillonist. Tom is studying Pure Mathematics at the
University, and Sian is an organist who also plays handbells,
the harp, and change-ringing. Veronica Lambert is
relieved to pass on her newbie status. Welcome Tom and
Sian!

www.carillon.org.au
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Getting To Know You: Amy Johansen
me. Rob is the Sydney City Organist, working at the Sydney Town
Hall where he plays the world-famous Hill organ. We met at an
organists’ conference at King’s College, Cambridge.
Q: You have been to a few Guild of Carillonneurs of North
America (GCNA) congresses. What parts of them do you enjoy
most?
A: Definitely not the early starts! I enjoyed meeting other carillon
players from around the world, and catching up with old friends. It
is really quite wonderful that you can mingle with carillonists, no
matter what the playing level. Not many other instruments can
make that claim.
Q: Name a carillon composition that is very special to you.
A: I really like Geert D’hollander’s music; he has such an
outstanding gift for composition. In Australia, Terry Vaughan’s
music is beautiful and nicely written for the instrument.
Q: Tell us about your carillon duo.
A: Duo “Sam Say” debuted in 2011. Isaac Wong and I are having
a great time playing duets old and new, and we have recorded
many of our performances on Youtube. Isaac has done a few
arrangements which have been a lot of fun to play.

Amy Johansen
University Organist and Carillonist, the University of Sydney
(photo by Isaac Wong)

Amy Johansen was born in Fort Belvoir, Virginia,
United States. She studied the organ at the
universities of Florida and Cincinnati. Amy has been
the University Organist of the University of Sydney
since 1997 and she took over from Dr Jill Forrest AM as
University Carillonist in 2010.
Q: What is keeping you busy lately?
A: Graduation season is in full swing, we have 67 ceremonies this
year! [Editor: The carillon plays half an hour before and after each
ceremony, and the Great Hall organ plays during the ceremony.
All of them are co-ordinated by Amy, with the help of eight
Honorary Carillonists and guest organists] Nagging the Honorary
Carillonists is time-consuming, but fun; sorting out playing
schedules, paperwork and the never-ending quest to find more
good carillon music take up a lot of time. I wish practising was
keeping me busy, but I don’t have much time to do it!
Q: You have a very musical family. Tell us about your husband,
Rob, your daughter, Emily, and your cat, Mango.
A: Mango is very musical, he plays organ pedal solos (sometimes
as duets with us) and sings, but dislikes the violin. To his annoyance
Emily, 11¾ years old, is a violinist!! Emily sings in the national
Gondwana Voices choir and has begun teaching herself the
carillon when she is hanging around at the University waiting for
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Q: Which is a more satisfying noise: The University organ (1972 von
Beckerath) with all stops pulled out, or banging on the University
carillon (1927 Taylor/2003 Whitechapel)?
A: I wouldn’t call either noise! I love the variety of sounds you can
get on the organ, but I also think that banging on the carillon (in a
gentle way, of course) gives great satisfaction and has probably
helped Rob and I stay married for 20 years!
Q: What is the most annoying Frequently Asked Question you get
about the carillon?
A: “Is it pronounced CA-RI-LLON or CA-RILL-I-ON?”
Q: What is the one superpower you wish you had and why?
A: I wish I could just zap myself instantaneously to Sydney (or
anywhere, for that matter!)
Q: Bach or Handel?
A: Bach
Q: Chocolate or champagne?
A: Both!
Q: London or Paris?
A: Nice memories of both
Q: Cooking or washing up?
A: Cooking at home, washing up at other people’s home
Q: Snow holiday or beach holiday?
A: Beach

www.carillon.org.au
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Feature Article: Story of A Portrait

By Isaac Wong

Ever since I started playing the carillon at the Sydney Carillon there
has been an oil painting of a young officer in naval uniform, which
hangs quietly in a corner of our clavier room. The room is decorated
with so many interesting photographs – of John D Gordon, and of
the carillon bells arriving in Sydney in 1928 – that no one seems to
care much about our lonely officer. One would correctly guess he
had something to do with the carillon, and a tag behind the portrait
gives us his name and that of his painter, but no one could tell me
his story, and why we have a portrait of him in the clavier room.
Fortunately the Australian government has released extensive data
of World War casualties on the internet. So armed with our young
hero’s name, and with new information from the re-discovered
Carillon News from the 1950s, we now know a little more of the first,
and hopefully the only war casualty from the Sydney carillon family.
John Stevenson Ellis (1915-1943) was born in Mosman, Sydney. He
graduated in Engineering at the University of Sydney in 1939 before
joining the Royal Australian Navy in 1940 as Engineering Lieutenant.
While he was studying he became Assistant Honorary Carillonist of
the University. He married Gladys Ivy “Peggy” Priest, originally from
London, in 1938. John died in action at the age of 28 while onboard
the HMAS Hobart, which was torpedoed by a Japanese submarine
in the Solomon Islands, on 20 July 1943. He was buried at sea, and
was survived by his wife and their two children, John and Marion.
When Professor Ernest “Sonny” Holme, former secretary of the
Sydney University War Memorial Committee and the most
instrumental figure in the acquisition of the University’s carillon, died
in 1952, he left in his will a donation for a portrait of John Ellis. The
artist Joshua Smith was commissioned to paint the portrait in oils
from a photograph of John in his officer uniform. Joshua Smith
(1905-1995) was a well-known painter, having been the subject of a
portrait by William Dobell which won the Archibald Prize in 1943,
and Smith himself winning the Archibald Prize the year after with a
portrait of Sol Rosevear, Speaker of the House of Representatives of
the Australian Federal Parliament. John Ellis’ portrait was dedicated
at the 1957 Annual General Meeting of the Carillon Society of
Australia (then known as Carillon Society of Australia and New
Zealand) in the clavier room of the Sydney University Carillon by
John D Gordon, the University Carillonist. John Ellis’ widow, Peggy,
now Mrs Carnegie, came to the University from her new home in
Adelaide, South Australia, to attend the ceremony. She died in 2008

John Stevenson Ellis (1915-1943) by Joshua Smith
(photo by Isaac Wong)

at the age of 95.
While researching about this painting, it was
discovered that there should have been a pencil
portrait of the aforementioned Professor Holme in
the clavier room. It was commissioned to be done
from photographs by the artist Douglas Watson
and was unveiled in the clavier room in 1956. Well,
it is not there, and no one could remember seeing
it. I would very much like to uncover this lost
portrait in the future, and that will certainly be
another interesting story to write about.

Important dates
Calling for articles!
Your contribution to the newsletter is
welcome. Please send your articles,
news announcements, and future
events to the editor Isaac Wong on
email: iwon2654@yahoo.com.au
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Regular recitals in Canberra: 12:30pm-1:20pm Wednesdays and Sundays
Regular recitals in Sydney: 1:00pm-1:45pm Tuesdays and 2:00pm-2:45pm Sundays
27 October 2012: The next CSA meeting to be held at the University of Sydney
4 December 2012: The Sydney University Great Hall Organ (von Beckerath) is celebrating its
th
40 birthday, and it is getting a very special present – a set of shiny brass trompettes-enchamade! There will be a carillon recital at 6pm by the University’s Honorary Carillonists,
followed by a recital on the organ by Amy Johansen at 7pm in the Great Hall
www.carillon.org.au
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